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May the words of our mouths and the mediations of our hearts be always acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, our strength and our redeemer.  AMEN
Thank you for the opportunity to be back at St. Mary’s.  
For decades, your parish has been wonderful 
in your support of Epiphany.
No one more so than our friends, Mary & Tim Green.  
I am so glad to be back here with you today.  (PAUSE)
Epiphany, as you may know, 
is a tuition-free independent Episcopal school 
for children from economically-disadvantaged families,
children who are homeless,
and children who have been abused and neglected.  
Today, we have a number of different programs 
and dozens of “Epiphany-inspired” schools around the world, 
but we started in 1998 with our middle school.  
Typically, the new 5th graders join us 
and are about three years below grade level, 
but after four years of 12 hour school days and July’s spent 
at our residential Summer Intensive at Groton School
they graduate four years testing mid-10th grade in math 
and 11th in reading and writing.  
They make almost two years of improvement per year.
Through their hard work 
and thanks to generous friends like you, 
this year’s 8th grade has been awarded high school scholarships 
totaling over $1.5 million.  
Their soaring test scores and their amazing scholarships 
Are impressive, but first and foremost, 
we are interested in our students’ souls.  (PAUSE)
We know every child is sacred.  (PAUSE)
Rest assured, Epiphany is not trying to convert anyone.  
In my experience, Episcopalians are allergic to proselytizing. 
Our religion curriculum starts 
with instruction about Christianity,
but then we move on to 
Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism, and Islam. 
Students take field trips to nearby mosque for Friday prayers.  
They join Diwali celebrations at a Hindu temple.  
They celebrate a Sedar with kids from Gann Academy.  
They meet with monks 
from the Society of St. John the Evangelist.  
Then, in 8th grade, their attention 
turns from learning about others to learning about themselves.  

What do they believe?
How are those beliefs reflected in their lives?  
We give them challenging experiences for self-reflection.  
They spend a night with the homeless 
through the church’s City Reach program.  
Thanks to a generous donor, 
they visit civil rights sites in Montgomery and Selma, Alabama.  
(PAUSE)
We are not going to tell them what to believe, 
but we do expect them to become more spiritually articulate. 
Each one has to give a homily to the whole school.
We expect to see their beliefs reflected in their lives.  (PAUSE)
Decades ago, a cause that fired up the 8th grade was materialism.  
When asked to reflect on their own materialism, 
their attention turned to the expensive sneakers 
so many of them wanted.  
They came to decide that their sneakers were too important, 
and so they made a new school rule, one that is still in force.  
If a student comes to school in expensive sneakers, 
the 8th graders confiscate them for the day.  
In their classroom, they keep a milk crate 
filled with old men’s dress shoes.
The young show-off with the fancy sneakers 
gets to wear a pair of those for the day.  (PAUSE)
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is just about to be arrested.  
This is the Last Supper, His final discourse, 
and He ends it with a prayer.  
He prays to God not for Himself but for His Followers.  
What does He ask for?  
He asks God to protect them, to make them one with God, 
and to bring them to heaven…
Not only the Twelve, those gathered around Him 
at supper but also those who will come to believe.  
That’s us! Jesus is praying for us.  
He is praying that we also may be one and live in love: 
one with God and one with each other.  
He is praying that by living together in love 
we may be a witness to the world, just as He was.  (PAUSE)
I have no doubt that each of you is a witness to the world.  
I’m sharing stories today about Epiphany School.
You surely have stories of your own, 
stories of how, in the words of St. Teresa of Avila, 
you have been Christ’s hands at work in the world,
inviting others to live together in love.

Your work in the world may be widely recognized.
Your good deeds may be known to God alone.
your presence here today tells me you aspire to live in love.  
One does not have to believe in the Virgin birth 
or even to be a Christian to recognize the clarifying truth 
in Christ’s call to love our neighbors.  That love is alive here.
(PAUSE)
The transmission of the Gospel is labor intensive.  
The Gospel does not spread with a snap of the fingers.  
Most of the time, 
conversion is deeply personal and involves great sacrifice.  
(PAUSE)
Consider Paul and Silas 
from the first reading from the book of Acts.  
They have been attacked, stripped, beaten, and thrown into jail.  
Then, there is a great earthquake.  
The chains were broken, and all the doors flung open.  
What a miracle!
The jailer, seeing what has happened, 
assumes that his prisoners have escaped.
His life will be taken in exchange for theirs.  

Just as he is about to kill himself, Paul shouts out, 
“We are all here.  Don’t hurt yourself,” 
And, in that moment, that one man turns and asks, 
“What must I do to be saved?”  
Why didn’t Paul and Silas just run?  
Why did they care about their jailer?  
What did they know that he didn’t? 
Where did they get the courage?
(PAUSE)
Years ago, the donor whose company 
donates all the school uniforms came to visit 
and joined a group of 8th graders for lunch.  
At one point, I asked the kids if they had any questions 
for this nice man who had donated all our uniforms.  
Little Kimberly raised her hand.  
“Yes, sweetheart, what’s your question for nice Mr. Schwartz 
who donated all the school’s uniforms?”  
“Mr. Schwartz, was child labor used in making these clothes?”
Not entirely like Paul & Silas,
Kimberly was and today still is fearless.  (PAUSE)

Again and again, Jesus tells us to be not afraid.
Not afraid to ask how our clothes were made…
Not afraid to save the life of our jailer.
That last night, Jesus not only prayed for his disciples 
and those of us who would aspire to follow in their footsteps.  
Jesus also did something.  
He got down and washed his disciples’ feet.  He taught by doing. 
(PAUSE) 
Epiphany is a good name for a school like ours.  
In a secular context, epiphanies are the sort of thing 
that should be happening in a school, 
those moments when the lightbulb clicks on,
when we understand something.  (PAUSE)
In the religious context, however,
Epiphany refers to the Feast of the Epiphany.  
Until the magi come to Bethlehem, 
everyone in the nativity story has been Jewish.  
Mary and Joseph were Jewish.  The shepherds were Jewish.  
The magi, however, were from afar.  
I have read that the star-gazing magi were probably Zorastrians,
But, whatever they were, they were presumably not Jewish.

That is the feast of the Epiphany 
is called the “manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.” (PAUSE)
We teach at Epiphany School as our way 
of making Christ manifest to the world. 
Each of you surely has your own way 
of making Christ manifest in the world.  
You and I, we come together on Sundays 
to reconcile ourselves 
with the things done and left undone from the previous week.
We ask for forgiveness and are forgiven.
We ask for healed and are healed.
We ask for renewal and are renewed.
When we go out in the world,
We do so rejoicing in the power of the spirit
Manifesting Christ to the world.  (PAUSE)
One last story from Epiphany.  
Years ago, Archbishop Desmond Tutu came to Epiphany
It was true when Archbishop Desmond Tutu said it to my students.
It was true when Jesus told it to his disciples.
It was true when Paul and Silas showed it their jailor.
It is true here now.  AMEN
